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A REPORT 0: inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 


the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war b 


y the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism, 


WE ARE CONVIN 


CED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 


vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD 


this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 








Catholic Issues 

Many assume that all is unity 
and oneness of purpose within the 
great Catholic Church—which is 
far from the truth. Since all such 
reports to the contrary are tightly 
suppressed in the usual news 
channels, we occasionally give a 
resume of the controversies and 
significant developments and di- 
visions within the Catholic world 
that have importance and interest 
for both Protestant and Catholic 
laymen,—for many progressive- 
minded Catholic laymen _ read 
Between The Lines. 

As we have reported previous- 
ly, there is a big split among the 
Catholic leaders of America over 
Vatican policies as related to our 
democratic traditions. No inform- 
ed Catholic disputes the fact that 
Vatican policies on human liberty 
have at times varied greatly from 
the American tradition, a fact sub- 
stantiated not only by the tyran- 
nies of the past, but likewise by 
those existing now in many Ro- 
man Catholic countries. These tyr- 
annies not only operate with the 
active cooperation of the Catholic 
Church but have often been fos- 
tered and promoted to power 
through Vatican support, as was 
the case with Franco in Spain, 
Peron in Argentina,—to say noth- 
ing of Mussolini, etc. 


The great aim of the Church 
today is “make America Catho- 
lic.” Catholic sermons and period- 
icals resound with this slogan. But 
thoughtful, intelligent Catholics, 
knowing the history of modern 
Spain, Argentina, old Mexico, 
etc., ask—does this mean to make 
America like Spain, where human 
freedom is openly denounced by 
the voice of the Church, where the 
N. Y. Times (Nov. 30, °48) describ- 
ed thousands in prison without ade- 
quate trials or legal justice (BTL, 
Jan. 24, °49); where people are 


now rioting for bread, with the 
(continued third col., THIRD page) 








OWARDS AN AWAKENING: Ever since the Russian war scares 

began to sweep the country in undulating waves, we have period- 
ically provided our readers with authoritative evidence that war with 
Russia was not in the offing or to come in the foreseeable future, (BTL, 
Feb. 19, April 9). In days of torturing anxiety and hysteria, politicians 
and militarists, and their echoes on the air and in the press, have used 
every war threat they could dredge up to wave before the people with 
the well-worn psychological implication, “the Russians are about to 
strike — only I can save you!” Thousands of our readers have found 
Between The Lines about the only available source providing factual 
peace-minded information that put things back in true perspective. There 
are of course editors and radio commentators who do a fine conscien- 
tious job of giving full coverage but we regret to say they are a minor- 
ity. (See report of the Commission on press and radio, A Free and 
Responsible Press, published by the University of Chicago Press). 

As a result of this constructive, encouraging type of reporting, 
Between The Lines has been accused by politicians, militarists, etc., of 
being unrealistic, too optomistic, idealistic, although there has been no 
denial of the facts we publish or the authenticity of our sources. An- 
swering this challenge we have in recent issues published reports show- 
ing the grave and vast changes that our whole social and economic 
structure faces in the deepening tides of our irresponsible, wasteful, 
war-minded era, — changes that can engulf us without war with Russia, 
— unless we experience a spiritual awakening. This issue continues 
to appraise how we are undermining the world’s economic and social 
well-being because of spiritual and moral inadequacies. War is not 
just a state of physical violence; war is also a state of mind, robbing 
the judgment of its perspectives, its sense of values, and robbing the 
soul of its rightful heritage of good will and faith. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


RADE OR STARVE: You have been hearing much about making 

the rest of the free world quit dealing with the Communists. But one 
of our blind spots is the failure to understand the economic situation of 
the rest of the non-Communist world. Because of this blindness we 
will either force non-Communist nations back into the helplessness of 
bankruptcy where they can be of no value as allies, or into closer re- 
lationship with Russia to save themselves. 

FEW NATIONS HAVE THE RESOURCES OF THE U. S. 
Capitalistic nations such as Sweden, Australia, Belgium, France and 
Italy and others, as well as Socialist Britain, must sell what they pro- 
duce or starve. Many of these countries have been selling goods to Red 
China, to countries behind the iron curtain, or to countries who in 
turn are trading with Russia and iron curtain states. These nations 
would prefer to sell to the U. S. for our dollars, but we have tariff 
restrictions and are very choosy about what we buy abroad for we in- 
sist on exporting much more than we import. 

Hence, when we demand that these nations cut all their trade 
that is in any way related to the war potential of iron curtain coun- 
tries, it means increased poverty in these countries, and all authorities 
agree that poverty is the greatest factor in Communist expansion. If 
we force England to renounce all trade that could possibly benefit the 


Communist world, we will fill England’s streets with bitter hungry men. 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Truth and Politics 
The distinguished record of 


Gen. MacArthur includes so 
many outstanding accomplish- 
ments—such as his remarkable 
administration of the military oc- 
cupation of Japan, his successes 
in World Wars I and II,—that it 
is a pity the extremists in the 
GOP did not play up these solid 
achievements to politically glori- 
fy the General without involving 
him in tactics which now unfor- 
tunately begin to cloud the whole 
subject. With the public aroused 
by the blundering manner in 
which the General was dismissed, 
the GOP had a strong and effec- 
tive case handed to them, but ex- 
tremism, dishonesty, intemperate 
passions and plain stupidity have 
created a situation that we fear 
will slowly but surely react 
against the GOP as time goes on. 
Few people realize that many 
GOP leaders feel the MacArthur 
‘affair may be the kiss of death. 
The U. S. News on April 27th, 
for instance, reported that Gov. 
Thomas Dewey of New York 
was “happy to have had arrange- 
ments made for a stay in Ber- 
muda during the time of the 
MacArthur visit to New York 
City. Gov. Dewey and the wing 
of the Republican Party he repre- 
sents are as opposed as President 
Truman to accepting a_ bigger 
war in China that might upset 
plans for putting Europe first.” 
The more liberal GOP leaders 
feel that the rabid Wherry-Mc- 
Carthy-Taft clique are making 
the GOP into the war party of 
the U. S.; in fact the conserva- 
tive and authoritative Walter 
Lippman has dubbed the above 
faction as “the GOP war party.” 


During the congressional in- 
quiries, Gen. MacArthur denied 
that his forces were dangerously 
split in the drive into North Ko- 
rea. The General even insisted 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 











Truth and Politics 
(continued) 

that he would deploy them in the 
same manner again if he were to 
repeat the experience. He even 
denied there had been a great de- 
feat or any defeat. 

But many distinguished Amer- 
ican newsmen were with MacAr- 


thur’s armies during the North 
Korean drive, and such authori- 
tative reporters as Stan Swinton 
of AP, Pulitzer prize winners 
Keyes Beech of the Chicago 
Daily News and Homer Bigart of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune and 
others equally respected record 
that MacArthur did divide his 


troops in such a manner as gave 
the famous Chinese General Lin 
Piao unusual advantages with the 
result that our armies were sur- 
rounded and badly mauled by the 
inferior Chinese forces, — the re- 
sult judged by all observers as a 
disastrous defeat. (BTL, Jan. 22, 
U. S. News, Dec. 15, ’50). 

Many newspapers and_ radio 
voices, however, continue to cov- 
er up or falsify these facts. But 
on May 8 Marquis Childs gave a 
full report on this in the Wash- 
ington Post and in those other pa- 
pers that are trying to give a fair 
coverage to the controversy. 

MacArthur and his promoters 
have also attempted to deny that 
he ever stated he would have the 
troops home by Christmas (orig- 
inal statement carried by AP last 


November). However, the con- 
gressional inquiry learned that 
the General had officially in- 


formed the President that he ex- 
pected to bring American troops 
home by Christmas. While the 
rabid pro-MacArthur editors and 
radio speelers even yet for the 
most part would not let the pub- 
lic hear this, the Associated Press 
saw to it that all editors learned 
of the verification of its original 
report on the General’s statement. 

During the congressional hear- 
ing MacArthur stated that at no 
time had he received warning that 
the Chinese troops might inter- 
vene as he persisted in pushing 
his troops towards the Yalu river 
dams and the Chinese border. 
But, as Between The Lines re- 
ported at the time, there was a 
great deal of disturbance in the 
UN and many notes were sent to 
Tokyo warning that the Chinese 
would resent and resist in the 
same way, as Drew Pearson put 
it (Nov. 8th and May 8th), that 
the people of Los Angeles would 
react if the Mexican Army should 
approach Boulder dam_ which 
supplies Los Angeles with water. 
As the Pearson report reveals, 
the joint chiefs of staff not only 
warned General MacArthur of 
the danger but unsuccessfully 


tried to hold him in check. 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


Having nothing but hunger to defend at home, will such men fight 
and die to protect fat, rich America? Already England is filled with 
resentment over many of our actions that to them have seemed arrogant 
selfish, inconsiderate (See BTL, May 7), a situation that is being con- 
tinuously enflamed by the ill-informed, irresponsible utterances of cer- 
tain popular radio voices. 

England will never go Communist, — those who say that Eng- 
land’s present regime is heading for communism are denying every 
known fact of British character and history, past and present. As we 
report in column 3, this page, the trend is the other way. But pov- 
erty can force England to fall by the wayside, leaving us to stand alone 
against the 700 million people who are associated with Soviet power. 
For if England goes into eclipse, as could now very easily happen, you 
can expect France. Italy and most of Western Europe to go down too. 

WE ARE PUSHING the nations of Western Europe to the limit 
of their financial resources on the new big rearmament program; as they 
obey our commands in that task they have already accepted lowered 
standards of living, after having barely recovered from the starvation 
levels of war. Must we push them the rest of the way towards eco- 
nomic collapse, — or the acceptance of communism as a sad alternative? 

WHAT ARE STRATEGIC MATERIALS? Some might say 
“but we are only demanding that the free world bar trade with the 
Communists in strategic materials, — but what are strategic materials? 
Steel, tin, copper, — all metals, — oil, rubber, — all chemicals, — most 
raw fabrics and many other products. The joker in the whole deal is 
that modern war is now such a commercial monster, what is left that 
does not go into its bloody maw? Right now in Washington, behind 
closed doors, this insoluable problem is being faced by tired and defeated 
men who know no such list of strategic materials can be made that will 
not be ineffective and futile or if effective, — will tear the world’s econ- 
omy apart. War and war-thinking continues to entrap us. 





HE HOTTEST SPOT on the map, as far as trade with Communist 

areas is concerned, is Indonesia where the new government spoke 
up and told the U. S. to go to, —that they would sell their many re- 
sources to anybody who had the money or the things they needed in 
exchange. This brought cries of denunciation here, but the crying will 
be in vain, for the millions of Indonesians know that those who do the 
crying in America are the same ones who were responsible for the large 
shipments of American arms and ammunition to the Dutch colonial ar- 
mies after World War II, U. S. guns and bombs that were used in vain 
by the Dutch to kill the Indonesians who dared to take seriously the 
war-time promises of the Atlantic Charter. The Dutch were backed by 
those forces in this country who sought to stem the tide of revolt 
against western ownership of Asia’s raw materials, for Shell Oil, the in- 
ternational rubber combines, etc., are weighty influences in the political 
and economic circles in this country. As we pointed out in our last is- 
sue, it takes no detective to trace the fact that the loudest voices in 
Washington demanding that the U. S. gamble blood and treasure to stop 
communism in Asia are those groups whose every yote and maneuver 
parallels at all times the wishes and interests of America’s citadels of 
wealth. And it is important to remember that the Dutch, supported by 
American arms, were not fighting Communist Indonesians, for com- 
munism was not a factor of consequence in that struggle. But our arch- 
reactionaries revealed to the world then that they were primarily inter- 
ested in saving western investments, with communism a secondary issue. 
This fact is underscored now by events in Indo-China. 


A MERICA AIDS OPPRESSION: There are no words too strong to 
describe the stupidity and futility of the present U.S. policy of 
backing French imperialism in Indo-China, Algeria, Morocco, and else- 
where. In the name of stopping communism we are again backing, arm- 
ing and financing the oppression, by slaughter and unjust imprisonment, 
of whole nations of people who are not Communists but who want to 
realize for themselves the new freedoms of the twentieth century. We 
thus are increasingly hated by the hundreds of millions of non-Commu- 
nist populations whom we would save from the Communist threat. 
Even such conservative authoritative publications as the U. S. 
News recently pointed out that the anti-Communist forces in Indo- 
China are bitterly anti-French and that as we aid the French we are 
increasing the anti-American feeling throughout Asia. In Morocco the 
seething movement for independence is being held down now by Amer- 
ican arms in the hands of the French and financed by American dollars. 
All through the Middle East the Arab countries are stirring with sym- 
pathy for Morocco’s cause and with renewed hatreds of France and 
America. The demands for the nationalization of British and American 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Truth and Politics 


(continued) 


The press and radio MacAr- 
thurites for months have made 
much of the capacity of Chiang 
Kai-shek’s armies to win the war 
for us against China, — speaking 
loudly of armies of 500,000 to a 
million men. Yet at the recent 
National Newspaper Editorial As- 
sociation meeting in New York, 
it was brought out that a Press 
Association survey of Chiang ar- 
mies revealed that Chiang has 
only 12,000 to 15,000 men 
equipped, trained and ready to 
fight. The rest of his armies are 
poorly equipped, ill trained and 
of questionable loyalty. 





The Moving Spotlight 

Damage to U. S.: Observers 
around the UN report that un- 
told damage has been done to 
‘American influence by the glib 
way our military reports have 
spoken of killing Chinese in Ko- 
rea. Such headlines as —‘‘Clear 
weather helps Yanks kill Chi- 
nese”, “American forces slaugh- 
ter Chinese hordes, assuring our 
military objective of using Ko- 
rean war to weaken China,” etc., 
have become revolting to the rest 
of the world. Stated a UN 
spokesman, an American ally, 
“America seems to forget that the 
rest of the world still considers the 
Chinese as people.” Said another, 
“It’s getting to the point where 
some feel that Chinese atrocities 
are justified, for the Chinese do 
not have the fire-jelly bombs and 
other horror weapons the Amer- 
icans use to cook, fry, blast and 
tear Chinese flesh. So the Chi- 
nese have to do it by hand— 
which Americans call atrocities.” 
Harsh words — but how can 
America lead the world when we 
do not even know how the rest of 
the world thinks? 

Britain has been ringing with 
statements, by their leading and 
world-renowed figures in religion, 
education and science, that Amer- 
ica has become unfit for moral 
leadership or to lead the world in 
any moral crusade against com- 
munism (See Christian Century, 
April 18th). : 

Change In Britain: The prej- 
udice against the British Labor 
Government in much of the 
American press and radio is pre- 
venting factual reporting on new 
important political developments 
in England. We are being told 
that the Laborites are falling 
apart, that the Socialist rule has 
failed and the people are turning 
to the Tories for a new day, 
which is about 75 per cent untrue. 
The facts are that it is the rearm- 
ament program that is wiping out 
the small gains the Laborites have 
made in living standards, and this 


with the higher prices for meat, 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The Moving Spotlight 


(continued) 
grain and other things Britain 
must buy is without question 


bringing a popular crisis to Eng- 
land. The dissatisfaction is being 
enflamed and effectively played 
upon by the Churchill Tories. 
Also the Labor Government has 
failed to renew its strength as old 
leaders have died or retired. 

The Tories may very well win 
the next election, but, contrary to 
impressions peddied here, the 
Tories are reassuring the British 
people that they will not roll back 
the social gains made by the Labor 
Government. The Tories promise 
to keep the public health program 
which is even praised by Tories 
like Churchill; they will not try to 
return to private ownership the 
nationalized public service indus- 
tries, railroads, mines, light and 
power, etc. The only industry they 
will de-nationalize will be steel. 
The Tories accept the fact that 
nationalization of most industries 
was unavoidable in Britain’s post- 
war poverty. The Tories are press- 
ing for victory on the grounds that 
the Labor bureaucrats have fum- 
bled and blundered, which is 
true in many ways, and that the 
Tories, being experienced business 
men, can run British democracy in 
its present forms better than the 
Laborites who are chiefly com- 
posed of labor leaders, educators, 
social workers and some distin- 
guished lawyers such as Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps, with, of course, a 
sprinkling of others. 


The Health Front: Of nine bills 
introduced in the 82nd Congress 
dealing with health, the American 
Medical Association opposes six. 


The AMA is reported to be op- 
posed to those bills which (1) dele- 
gate to a civilian government agen- 
cy the job of rehabilitating men re- 
jected by the armed services for 
physical and mental defects, a bill 
greatly desired by military leaders 
to strengthen and increase man- 
power resources by providing cor- 
rective medical aid where most 
families of boys rejected cannot 
afford it; (2) provide Federal aid 
to medical education; (3) give aid 
to local public health units; (4) 
provide hospital and medical care 
to dependents of servicemen in 
armed service facilities; (5) provide 
medical care to dependents of 
Coast Guard employees; (6) sup- 
port the liberal Republicans’ sub- 
stitute for the national health in- 
surance plan. 

On the other hand, the AMA is 
reported in favor of the bills de- 
ducting, for income tax purposes, 
premiums and dues payments to 
health insurance plans and com- 
panies; providing for a study of air 
pollution; boosting grants for hos- 


pital construction to 150 million. 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY TO WORSHIP 


tannin” wT 














Some say that the modern world has outgrown the church, yet, 
we have recently witnessed how people will lunge forth to hail and 
adore the first human form that presents itself in any extraordinary 
circumstance that offers hope. If men still felt God ruling in life, 
they would hail their heroes with resounding cheers but without the 
mass hysteria and fanaticism that has in it the signs of a fear-driven 


tortured society. When the house of God is empty and the streets 
are filled with milling, screaming throngs,—the danger is great, 
as history testifies. Men are hungry to worship and they have for- 
gotten God; they are haunted by the failures of human minds, yet, 
acknowledging not the mind of God, they go wildly after any new 
promise in a new face. We need our heroes, but we need God more. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


oil holdings in the Near East are believed to have been stimulated by 
these passions. The French colonial armies have perpetrated great 
massacres against their rebellious subjects since World War II, news of 
which has been completely suppressed by the French authorities and by 
world news channels (See BTL, Oct. 9, ’50). Thousands have been killed 
and imprisoned with a ruthlessness matching any brutality of the Com- 
munists anywhere. The whole non-Communist world thus considers 
France the enemy of freedom and the U. S. the chief aid and mainstay 
of France. And of course the Kremlin watches these developmentd 
with great satisfaction and anticipation. 

Yet when any effort is made in Washington and elsewhere to de- 
mand that the French face this issue, that we withdraw aid from France, 
that our recognition of the rights of the people enslaved by France be 
granted as much concern as the people enslaved by Russia, such efforts 
are soon stifled, the protesting voices muffled as “unrealistic” or “beside 
the point.” The real point being that no danger to American investments 
is involved in the oppression of freedom by the French interests, — in 
fact, there is reassurance to American investment in the perpetuation of 
French controls as those controls reinforce the system under which those 
investments find continuity. 

For further background on the French in Indo-China, see U. S. 
News, March 25, °49; also the Christian Century, Jan. 5, °49. 


APAN TRADE VS. COMMUNISM: We are also heading for trou- 
ble with Japanese trade needs. In our treaty with Japan, we of 
course demand that they cut themselves off from China, yet Japan’s 
economy hinges on trade with China, — always has and always will. Ja- 
pan with limited agricultural resources must manufacture, export or 
starve, — the mainland of Asia is their natural market. We demand that 
they reject their natural market and yet we provide no other outlet for 
their goods except such “token” shipments which we will accept in this 
hemisphere. But any substantial Japanese trade in this hemisphere is 
(continued on NEXT page) 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 


The AMA shows its greatest 
blindness in fighting the liberal Re- 
publicans’ health insurance pro- 
gram. Military manpower needs, 
rather than “the Socialists”, are 
bringing changes to the medical 
system — long overdue for con- 
siderable reform. By fighting all 
reasonable change, the AMA is 
hastening inevitable changes, which 
if brought about in time of emer- 
gency, as was the case in Britain, 
will involve many undesirable fea- 
tures. The arrogant self-interest of 
the AMA, so out of line and for- 
eign to the personal views of 
thousands of conscientious doctors, 
is the greatest barrier to a reason- 
able, solution of our health problem. 





Catholic Issues 
(continued) 

robes of the Church thrown be- 
nevolently about the rotten politi- 
cal economic oligarchy that has 
so long ruled and bled Spain? 
Does it mean to make America 
like Italy where the robes and 
blessings of the Church still are 
used to perpetuate the extremes 
of wealth and poverty which is 
yet the curse of Catholic Italy? 

But when the Catholic layman 
asks his priest about these matters 
he is told that this is not the re- 
sponsibility of the laity, that the 
policies and action of the Church 
and Vatican are out of the lay- 
man’s domain. Yet then the in- 
formed layman, if he reads wide- 
ly, will discover that the hierarchy 
itself is divided on the Church’s 
authority and human liberty. 

For instance, the Christian 
Century for January 17, 1951, in- 
cludes an article by Dr. George A. 
Barrois, noted scholar of Prince- 
ton and former outstanding Catho- 
lic philosopher and educator, in 
which he outlines the great divi- 
sion now existing among the 
leading Catholic theologians both 
in Europe and America regarding 
the Church’s doctrines on human 
liberty and freedom. All through 
the world there are Catholic 
scholars who are aware that the 
Church’s past practices and doc- 
trines on this subject must be 
changed if the Church is to meet 
the continued onslaught of com- 
munism, which it has failed to 
meet all through eastern Europe 
and elsewhere. This article dis- 
cusses Catholic scholars who seek 
to cut a path through the tangle- 
wood of medieval Catholic doc- 
trines and prepare the way to 
“make Catholicism American,” 
thus bringing about a great theo- 
logical reformation in the Church 
more in keeping with the needs 
of enlightened modern man. 

Catholics and Rotary: In 
connection with this also is the 


well-known schism in the Catholic 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Catholic Issues 
(continued) 

Church over the right of the Cath- 
olic layman or priest to have nor- 
mal neighborly fellowship with 
non-Catholics in community life, 
a controversy which flamed into 
the open last winter over attend- 
ance of Catholics at Rotary Clubs. 
Thousands of Catholic laymen are 
deeply resentful of this medieval 
edict of the Vatican denouncing 
the right of Catholic priests and 
laymen to have normal fellow- 
ship with men of different faiths 
in the harmless, wholesome and 
even helpful atmosphere of a 
luncheon club. Spokesmen for the 
hierarchy in this country tried to 
soften the harshness of the edict 
by stating that the ban was for 
priests only, but the “New 
World”, official journal of the 
Chicago archdiocese, flatly stated 
in its January issue that, while the 
ban was especially for priests, the 
canon warns all Catholics to be- 
ware of joining organizations that 
have not been erected or at least 
recommended by the Church— 
which certainly excludes most 
American luncheon clubs, in fact, 
most American organizations! But 
as one letter from a Catholic lib- 
eral priest to this newsletter ex- 
plained, “the authorities in the 
Vatican have little concept of the 
warm friendly democratic neigh- 
borhood life of the average Amer- 
ican community; they are cloister- 
ed theologians familiar only with 
the rigid class distinctions of the 
old world.” 

Vatican spokemen tried to ex- 
plain this decree in terms of the 
relationship of Rotary with Ma- 
sonic groups in Europe and Latin 
America,—but enlightened Catho- 
lic laymen observed that the ban 
was not designated for these spe- 
cific areas but was world-wide. 
Many American priests and Cath- 
olic laymen have proceeded to 
defy or ignore the ban. 


The old Catholic Doctrine 
that the sins of the flesh are of 
small account in contrast to sins 
against the faith and the Church 
is also at variance with the moral 
concepts of America. The Cath- 
olic hierarchy has shown little con- 
cern over moral delinquency, which 
policy has repeatedly aligned the 
Catholic Church with the gang- 
ster, prostitution rings and gamb- 
ling elements, as in the Steuben- 
ville, Ohio, case where the Roman 
Catholic Bishop denounced the 
Protestant pastors for their clean- 
up campaign against vice. Just 
recently when some spokesmen for 
the hierarchy came out with the 
statement that gambling was not 
immoral (N. Y. Times, March 
28th), some other leading Catholic 


voices soundly denounced gam- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


vigorously fought by western trade groups. The Japanese will trade with 
India and Southeast Asia but that is only a fringe of the trade Japan 
needs. So far the recovery of Japan’s economy has depended upon 
American tax money but that cannot be extended much longer. We now 
insist that they go on their own and expend vast sums on rearmament, but 
without the restoration of the normal and necessary trade with China. 

After we have enforced this poverty on Japan for a while a po- 
litical group will arise there that will promise to throw off the American 
yoke. Russia only needs to offer trade agreements, to stir such a move- 
ment. Our diplomats will realize that the Russian offers are silk gloves 
over an iron hand of tyranny, but 80 million Japanese will not care too 
much about the tyranny when they and their children become hungry. 

The task of restraining communism is a necessary one. We share 
all the sense of crisis expressed by others, but there is also much evidence 
that we are so innundated by our own economic propaganda and so en- 
amored of and mesmerized by militarism that we cannot see on what a 
narrow margin militarism meets the threat of communism. We do not 
realize how the Marxist tide is sweeping under and past our military 
defenses, and our short-sighted economic bulwarks. 


OMETHING NEW COMING: A considerable clampdown has been 

kept on news in this country about a very significant development in 
the industrial life of Europe. This is what is called by the quite harm- 
less name of “co-determinism”, which means giving labor a decisive 
voice in the deliberations, planning and decisions of management. 

German industry is the heart of all European industry and, next 
to the U. S., German and West European industry leads the world, so 
what happens in Germany inevitably will have far-reaching influence on 
our own industrial patterns. As we have previously reported (BTL, 
Mar. 19), when World War II ended there was a strong drive among the 
German trade unions to nationalize or “socialize’’” German industry. The 
trade union movement and the trade union leaders, having been the core 
of resistance against Nazism, felt they were entitled to recognition in 
the reestablishment of a demilitarized Germany. But large business and 
financial interests in this country, who had ties with the old industrial 
cartels of Germany, saw to it, through the appointment of their repre- 
sentatives to positions of power in our German occupational forces 
(Thomas L. Stokes, in the Scripps-Howard newspapers, May 27, *47) that 
this move was crushed. Subsequently American influence went 
to the re-establishment of the controls of German industry by the 
old line German industrial trust figures, although the cartels were sup- 
posedly broken up and German industry administered by trustees. Hav- 
ing failed to bring German industry under trade union or Socialistic con- 
trols, the German workers began their drive for “co-determinism”. They 
centered their efforts in the giant steel and iron plants of the Ruhr. 
When this last move began, representatives of American big business 
again rushed to Germany (just a few weeks ago) to once more stem the 
influence of labor in industry, fearing the consequences elsewhere of 
such an achievement. Even the Wall Street Journal finally warned that 
such interference of American interests would only speed the process of 
co-determinism. And as predicted the American intervention failed and 
co-determinism has been adopted in Germany. 

A new name will likely be used in the promotion of co-determin- 
ism in this country, but there is a growing realization among American 
labor leaders and the students of industrial relations that the most im- 
portant way to stop the spread of communism, socialism and national- 
ization of industry, is to make the worker feel he is a legitimate partner 
in the operation and the fortunes of an industry. 

Many young progressive-minded business leaders in this country 
are aware of the meaningful, creative opportunity this offers American 
business. Other, and unfortunately the most powerful, groups, are fight- 
ing all such ideas and would seem to prefer to wreck the European 
economy, with the incalculable dangers to the American economy, rather 
than yield one inch to what appears to be inevitable progress. 


(continued) 





SUBSCRIBER WRITES: “I know of no book that presents 
such a clear, concise and hopeful analysis of the issues that 
trouble people most these days as The Great Alternative. I am ask- 
ing you to send me two more copies which I want to place in our 
Public Library. I have been on the Library Board for many years.” 
Do you have your copy of The Great Alternative, by Charles 
A. Wells, — or have you obtained copies for the friends you want 


to share this clear presentation of today’s major problems? This 
handsome, permanent book of 144 pages, with illustrations by the 
author, costs $2 a copy, postpaid. Order from Between The Lines 
Press, Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey. 











Catholic Issues 
(continued) 

bling for its immorality, and the 
Archbishop of Montreal ordered 
all games of chance banned in the 
churches of the diocese, one of the 
largest in America. Throughout 
America this division of the inter- 
pretation of moral doctrines of the 
Catholic Church is apparent, — 
some Catholic leaders continuing 
to foster gambling and condone it 
even as a money raising device 
in their churches, and others de- 
nouncing gambling and urging the 
Church to purge itself of these at- 
tachments. This division in Cath- 
olic leadership was much sharpened 
when the National Council of Prot- 
estant Churches denounced _ all 
forms of gambling as a menace to 
the moral life of America. 


In Spain the Catholic Church 
is caught in a vigorous division. 
As is so clearly recorded in his- 
tory the Vatican, more than any 
other force, is responsible for the 
establishment of the t¥ranny of 
Franco; he was supported by the 
Church, aided by the armies of 
Catholic Italy and has been blessed 
openly and effusively by the Vat- 
ican on many occasions. But the 
poverty of Spain, — continuously 
deepened by the selfish exploita- 
tion of the people by the Spanish 
aristocracy who are almost to a 
man high dignitaries, lay and cler- 
ical, in the Church, — has brought 
the populace to the breaking point. 
Riots and mob action have occur- 
red recently in several Spanish 
cities. The people know they can- 
not endure the ordeal of another 
civil war, but they are demanding 
a change, and much of the resent- 
ment of the people of Spain is 
turned also against the Church, 
made evident by the fact that in 
the rioting. churches are frequently 
stoned. Consequently, the more 
enlightened Catholic leaders of 
Spain are now supporting a resist- 
ance movement among the work- 
ers against the Franco regime. The 
N. Y. Times observer in Spain, 
Sam Brewer, who was subsequent- 
ly expelled for his attempts to get 
the truth out of the country, re- 
ported on April 8th that the priests 
and laymen associated with the 
workers’ groups were defying the 
political and church authorities in 
their efforts to support the workers’ 
demands. 


Moreover, the American aid to 
the Franco regime, — pushed by 
reactionary Catholic forces in this 
country and by our military who 
want to secure Spain as a military 
base,— has stirred deep resent- 
ments among these liberal Span- 
ish leaders who are charging “dem- 
ocratic America” with using its in- 
fluence to perpetuate a tyranny on 
the Spanish people. This news is 
usually omitted in most papers. 








